Modified liver hanging maneuver with extraparenchymal isolation of the middle hepatic vein in left hepatectomy.
The liver hanging maneuver has been employed mostly for right hepatectomy. After the space between the inferior vena cava and the liver parenchyma is bluntly dissected, a tape is passed through the space, with the upper end of the tape between the right hepatic vein and middle hepatic vein (MHV). We devised a modified maneuver with tape repositioning between the MHV and left hepatic vein (LHV) after extraparenchymal isolation of the MHV, in left hepatectomy with the caudate lobe and without the MHV. The ligamentum venosum is divided. Traction of the cranial stump of the ligament in the cranial and left direction shows an avascular plane between the LHV and MHV, and enables the taping of each MHV and LHV. Finally, the upper end of the hanging tape is repositioned. This maneuver was successfully performed in three patients. The present maneuver is feasible and useful in left hepatectomy.